
Volume VII, Issue 1
August 2015Teresa M. Gerboth, Editor

Alpha Delta State
alphadeltastate.weebly.com

Honoring Our Past, 
Building Our Future

www.dkg.org

Gamma
Theta Chapter

Mission Statement: The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and 
personal growth of  women educators and excellence in education.

President’s Message
Dear Sisters,

As the summer is coming to an end I hope everyone had a busy, relaxing, and adventurous 
time with family, friends, trips, projects and whatever else you may have done. The time 
goes so quickly, and before we know it school is beginning for those of our sisters who are             
returning to the classroom, our snowbirds are preparing for their migration to wherever they 
spend the winter, and unfortunately the snow will begin to fall.

The Executive Board met over the summer and there have been some changes to our            
upcoming year. We will have program/meeting information at the September Dinner       
meeting and you will also receive an email listing all the meeting dates and programs for the 
year.      We continue to plan exciting programs and we have a very big year, as it is our turn to 
host the Tri-Chapter Brunch in May. Hopefully you will help on one of the various committees 
that are needed to make the brunch a huge success. We are excited that the brunch will be held 
at Steele Mansion in Painesville. As in the past, we will also be looking for sisters to  create 
baskets for our Gamma Theta Memorial Grant-in-Aid raffle. Once again I thank each and 
every one of you who have served on our various committees. Everyone worked hard  and we 
had a very successful year. I know that the upcoming year will be just as successful.

Please be thinking of someone you know and/or work with that would make a wonderful 
addition to our chapter membership. If you know someone, tell them about Delta Kappa 
Gamma, then give her name and information to our Membership Committee for nominations 
in October. Also if you know a fellow sister who may need a ride in order to attend meetings, 
don’t hesitate to give a call to set up transportation.

Enjoy what is left of your summer, and I look forward to once again serving as your president.

Respectfully,
Cindy Ferrito
ferrjmc@roadrunner.com
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Important Dates

September 8th @ 6:15 pm 
Dinner Meeting - Scrambler Marie’s
(9/1) Reservation and Check Due to Genny

October 
Membership Nominations Due

State Executive Board Meeting
Christ Presbyterian Church - Columbus

October 13th @ 6:45 pm
Presentation-Hannah’s Home
Painesville United Methodist Church

October
New Member Orientation

November 7th @ 10:45 am
Initiation Luncheon
Quail Hollow Country Club

December 8th @ 6:45 pm
Edible Holiday Craft
Painesville United Methodist Church

March 30th, April 1st & 2nd, 2016 
State Convention
Columbus

May 14th, 2016
Tri-Chapter Luncheon
Steele Mansion, Painesville

Treasurer’s Report 
as of June 30, 2015

Chapter Officers
2014-2016

The 2014-2016 Gamma Theta Officers
 

President - Cindy Ferritto 

Co-First Vice Presidents - Linda Wood and 

Pat Hall-Miller

Second Vice President - Teresa Gerboth

Recording Secretary - Paulette Howell

Corresponding Secretary - Marcia Searson

Treasurer - Genny Sivula-Phillips.

General Fund = $1,198.13
Scholarship Fund = $1,782.74

Total Checkbook Balance = $2,980.87

Membership Total = 74

69 Active Members
5 Reserve Members

0 Active Life Members



2015 Gamma Theta Memorial Grant-In-Aid Recipient
Gamma Theta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International has awarded 
its Grant to Julie Bruening.  Julie is a Madison graduate who will be attending 
Chatham University in Pittsburgh, majoring in Early Childhood Education. While 
at Madison she was an athlete, playing, soccer, basketball and running track. “Julie 
Bruening possesses a genuine caring for those close to her.  She gladly will make 
whatever sacrifices necessary if it means helping those around her.”  

Congratulations, Julie! Wishing you the best as you work to achieve your dreams!Co-President Cindy Ferritto, Julie Bruening, 
and Treasurer Genny Sivula-Phillips

2015 Spring Meeting Recap

caption

Rainbow Service Project 2014 - 2015
The Tromba family delivered all of the generously donated trav-
el-size toiletries and gently used reading materials to Marge Galla,               
coordinator of volunteer services at University Hospitals on April 
25. Marge was astounded our donation which included at least 1,745 
travel-size toiletries! 

The Hospital has big plans for the donation beginning to stock the 
intensive care floor at Rainbow as well as other floors of Rainbow, the 
Seidman Cancer Center, and University Hospitals, as they share the 
same campus. Some of the children’s books will be set aside for the 
hospital’s Reach Out and Read 
program where volunteers read to children while they are waiting for a 
doctor appointment.

With the positive results of this partnership, we hope this project    
continues to grow! Thank you to all who donated!
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Heather Tromba & Marge Galla
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Hostess Responsibilities
All active members are assigned to be a hostess for one of the meetings 
during the next two years. Every attempt was made to have you hostess 
with people you know and to also avoid months when some may be unable 
to attend. 
The hostess chairwoman will be contacting you to ask for your help. In the 
event you are unable to attend, you are asked to donate $5 directly to the 
chairperson to help defray the costs of purchasing items in your absence. 
Please check the new yearbook and contact the chairwoman if you have a 
concern.

Mark Your Calendars! Fall Gamma Theta Events
Please Note: Regular Tuesday meetings begin at 6:45 pm

Tuesday, September 8, 2015 @ 6:15 pm

Welcome & Dinner Meeting
Location: Scrambler Marie’s

Topic: Welcome to another exciting year! Please join us 
for this organizational and informative meeting. 

RSVP required by September 1, 2015.

Tuesday, October 13, 2015 @ 6:45 pm

Presentation
Location: Painesville United Methodist Church

Topic: Hannah’s Home - Presented by Pam Severa

Saturday, November 7, 2015 @ 10:45 am

Initiation Luncheon
Location: Quail Hollow Country Club

Topic: Initiation of 2015-2016 Members. RSVP required. 
More information to follow.

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 @ 6:45 pm

Edible Holiday Craft led by Carol Vargo
Location: Painesville United Methodist Church

Topic: Annual Service Project - Please bring 
non-perishable food items for church pantry

STRS Update

Annual Valuation Shows Steady Improvement in STRS Ohio Funding; Board Approves Closed 30-year Amortization

In late 2014, STRS Ohio received the results of its annual actuarial valuation from its actuarial consultant, Segal Consulting. 
The report provides a “snapshot” of the actuarial position of the retirement fund as of July 1, 2014. Segal’s report showed that 
the funding period for the pension fund — the amount of time needed to pay off the system’s unfunded liabilities — decreased 
to 29.5 years from 40.2 years, and the funded ratio improved to 69.3% from 66%. Ohio’s public retirement systems are required 
by law to amortize any unfunded liabilities over a period of not more than 30 years. Following last year’s valuation, the State 
Teachers Retirement Board took action to reduce the amortization period, or “funding period” by discontinuing the allocation 
of 1% of the 14% employer contribution to the system’s Health Care Fund. This step, along with stronger than expected in-
vestment returns, helped the pension fund reach the 30-year funding period. The Retirement Board will continue to regularly 
monitor the strength of the pension and health care funds. The board has continued its work with Segal Consulting on improv-
ing STRS Ohio’s funding policy. In an effort to put a greater focus on improving system funding, the board voted in February 
to adopt a 30-year closed funding period beginning July 1, 2015. The goal of closing the funding period is to effectively target a 
date when the unfunded accrued actuarial liability will be paid off and the pension fund will be fully funded. 
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Member Spotlight

Janet Guerra was originally from Alliance, Ohio, where she 
graduated from Alliance High School and Mount Union    
College with a B.A. in French and English Education. She 
began teaching French and English in 1963 in Painesville 
Township (now Riverside District). She married her husband, 
Tom in 1968.  A teacher from JRW set them up on a blind 
date. She took time off in the 70’s to be home for 7 years with 
her three children: Tricia, Tom, and Jennifer. Janet was very 
fortunate to have a career that she truly enjoyed!

Today she has seven grandchildren ranging in age from ten 
to fifteen. She loves the saying in her kitchen - “Kids are the 
rainbow in life; grandkids are the pot of gold.” Her family

Books for Babies

Our Delta Kappa Gamma-Books for Babies Service Project donation 
to Tri Point Hospital included 83 book packs (167 books).  

Sandy Rossman was happy to receive our books.  She had a very 
large plastic bin on wheels near her desk on the OB floor that is used 
to store the books.  It was empty and our books filled it up!  We kept 
the Spanish book packs separate so the nurses could find them easily. 

Thank you to the members of the committee who gathered to 
assemble the book packs (Sheryl Miller, Patti Weinstein, Terri      
Martin, Natalie Newhous and Kathleen Janesh). 

Members who donated books can be assured that the hospital is very 
pleased and appreciative of our program!  

Janet Guerra members are in the area so she can enjoy seeing them grow 
up. Janet also travels to Sebring, Ohio, once a week to visit 
with her 96 year old mother who is in Copeland Oaks, a 
Methodist home.

Janet became a member of Delta Kappa Gamma in 1969. 
Mary Jane Ganas, who was the English chair at John R. 
Williams Junior High nominated her to become a member. 
They both received their Masters in Education from Kent 
State in the same year. Janet served as the chapter secretary 
many times. More recently, she was president of Gamma 
Theta from 1996-2000 and co-president from 2002-2008. 
She always attended meetings, even when her children 
were young, because she enjoyed the programs and the              
fellowship!

Janet enjoys scrap-booking and genealogy when she finds 
the time. She recently began practicing the piano again.

Janet wants to thank you for your thoughts and prayers 
when her beloved son-in-law, Brain passed away at 38 years 
of age after a long battle with a rare form of cancer.

August

Katharine Delavan - 11
Meg Skinner - 15

Kathleen Janesh - 16
Suzanne Jackson - 23
Annie Zahradnik - 25
Debbie Joyner - 30

September

Marijane Watson - 2
Sally Vaidean-Lauer - 15

Elaine Wargo - 24
Eleanor Baker - 27
Tami Roberts - 28

Hannah Fairbanks - 30

Delta Kappa Gamma-Books for Babies: June 22, 2015 donation to TriPoint 
Hospital 83 book packs (167 books).  

2014-2015 New Membership
In 2014, Gamma Theta welcomed 

3 new members: 
Linda Wise, 
Ellen Timms 

and 
Karen Edmundson. 

Volume VII, Issue 1
August 2015


